Greetings Noble Joeys. This article will tell you a little about me. I have a B.S. degree in Plant and Soil Science. I have a M.S. degree in Agriculture Education. I taught high school agriculture in southern Illinois before working for the USDA, Risk Management Agency. I worked for 18 years in a regional office in Springfield, Illinois. In 1999, I then transferred to Washington, D.C. and worked in the Education Division for 10 years. In that position I was involved in curriculum development and training programs for farmers and ranchers and have given many presentations nationwide. About 15 months ago, I transferred to a regional office in Topeka, Kansas. My commute in D.C. was two hours each direction. My commute now is 20 minutes. It is also a much slower pace. There were too many plain clothes clowns in D.C. {:o)
I joined Masonry in 1980. My mother was born with only one hand. When I learned of the Shriners, I wanted to join in order to help kids not go through what she had to go through while she was growing up. I joined the Scottish Rite, Valley of Springfield in 1983. A few months later, I joined Ansar Shrine in Springfield, IL. The day I joined, Shrine clowns came up to me to ask if I wanted to join their unit. I went home that night and told my wife that the idea really intrigued me. I thought about it constantly for three months. I joined the Ansar Shrine Clowns in February of 1984. My daughter was born in 1984 and my son was born in 1987. They only know dad as being a Shrine clown.
My first appearance in both makeup and costume was at the Great Lakes Shrine Clown Units’ Association (GLSCUA) in April, 1984 in Springfield, IL. I competed in Character Makeup. The Director of my Unit had me critiqued by Bob Hamilton (former ISCA Education Director) and Loren Buetler (former ISCA President). I listened to their advice and made some changes. I did not place in that competition. I continued to compete in GLSCUA competitions.
I competed in ISCA for the first time at the 1987 Mid-Winter in Evansville, IN. There were 30-50 people competing in each category. You would walk around in a circle and the judges were in the center. If they tapped you on the shoulder, you were out of the competition. I was one of the first to be tapped. When they got down to ten competitors, then they were judged individually. I watched those ten to try and figure out why they were considered better by the judges. I made changes to my makeup based on my observations.
About this time I started attending the ElBon Shrine Clowns Clown-a-Rama in Galesburg, IL each January. That group has many well known ISCA members. Two of which were ISCA Presidents. At the Clown-a-Rama, makeup instruction was given by category at a round table. All put their makeup on in front of everyone. The experienced gave tips to the newcomers. You were critiqued by all clowns and their wives. Many of the wives had wonderful hints.
In 1990, I was elected an officer in GLSCUA. As such, I could not compete. In 1991, I attended Clown Camp at the University of Wisconsin – La Crosse. It was a week-long clown training session. I saw female clowns for the first time. The Shrine is a men’s organization, but I learned from that week that women can offer another side of clowning.

In 1992, I attended the ISCA Mid-Winter in St. Louis, MO. I won 1st place in Character Makeup/Costume, 1st place in Character One-Man Skit, 3rd place in Single Balloons. That year they totaled up the scores of all the competitors and gave out an “Outstanding Clown Award”. I received that award and was very much in shock. My years of learning and changing finally paid off.
In 1996, I served as President of GLSCUA. In 1997, I began competing again in GLSCUA, winning many competitions and was awarded the “Bob Jones All-Around Clown Award”. This award can now only be won one time in the GLSCUA to a competitor that has the highest point total from the GLSCUA Mid-Year and the Fall GLSA competitions.
When my children were young, funds limited me in traveling outside of the Midwest. As an officer in GLSCUA, I needed to attend their two conventions a year. I started competing outside of the Shrine at clown competitions nearby. I have placed in several categories of the Midwest Clown Association, World Clown Association, and the Clowns of America International. Because of these competitions, in 1999 I was inducted into the Midwest Clown Association “Clown Hall of Fame”.

In 2005, I received the designation as “Emeritus Clown” with GLSCUA. I joined other well known ISCA recipients such as Loren Buetler, Bob Hamilton, Walter Ulrich, and Bill Lozon. As a recipient, I am a member of the Officer Board with full voting rights on GLSCUA matters. 

In October, 2008, I moved to Kansas. I joined the Arab Shrine Clowns and have been actively clowning in their events. In September, 2009, I competed in the Central States Shrine Clown Association competitions in Colorado Springs, CO. I placed 3rd place in Hobo and 2nd place in One-Man Skits.

Like many of you, I have had the support of my lady Barbara, my wife of 31 years. Without her help and encouragement, I could not have went out and clowned as much as I have.

Over the years, I have seen many changes in clowning. In many ways, I love change. I also have the opinion that we do not stop learning because we are old, we grow old because we stop learning.

There are secrets to staying young, being happy, and achieving success. You have to laugh and find humor every day. You've got to have a dream. When you lose your dreams, you die. Anybody can grow older. That doesn't take any talent or ability. The idea is to keep learning by always finding opportunity in change.
I’ve known ISCA President Jim Kaufman personally for many years. I want this year to be a success for him. He wants education to be a priority this year. I’m willing to do whatever it takes to make education a success. I look forward to serving you (Noble Joeys) this year as Education Director.
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