Clown Noses
When I started clowning in 1984, almost all clowns used the red foam clown nose. They were available in two sizes. Most clowns used spirit gum and liquid latex to attach the foam nose to their face. A few tramp clowns were using “Woochie” noses. A Woochie nose was made out of latex. It had both flesh and red colors. The Woochie nose was attached using a small amount of liquid latex or spirit gum. I started with the red foam clown nose. I really hated using spirit gum. I began using a product called “Dab L Do It”. It was essentially medical adhesive. I used it a few years and then it disappeared from the market. In the late 1980’s several clown started using the “Bingo” red plastic nose. This nose came in a few different shapes and many clowns used string that tied the nose on the face.
In the late 1980’s, Leon “Buttons” McBride started manufacturing clown noses under the name of ProKNOWS. These ProKNOWS Noses have a foam interior and shiny exterior. The standard finish is glossy red, but they are available in auguste w/ airbrushed blush, matte red, assorted optional colors, and glitter, either gumdrop finish or glazed. They come in a variety of shapes and sizes. ProKNOWS makes an adhesive that is a water-proof medical adhesive that contains latex. It goes on white but dries clear. At many clown conventions, dealers will have some ProKNOWS for sale but not all styles and sizes are there and the choices are limited. 

Jim Howle also offers quality clown noses. They are made of an acrylic-latex compound. They come in a variety of shapes, sizes and colors.  Jim Howle also offers putty adhesive. I know an award-winning clown that uses this product with his tramp character. Because you are shaping the putting, the finished product is your design. No one else will have the same design. That may get you extra points if other areas are tied during competition. If cared for, this putty can be re-used again.
In 1991, I attended Clown Camp and the University of Wisconsin – LaCrosse Campus. During that week long camp, a class was offered called Clown Nose Making. I attended the class. Each student teamed up with another student. The first step was cutting a medium size soft drink plastic glass so the opening fit tightly over the bridge of your nose and your upper lip. After the glass fit well, the team mixed up a package of alginate (it is a chemical compound used for dental mold making). One person would lay on their back flat on the floor. The other team member would help put the cup to the person’s face. The person laying there would be instructed to breath slowly through their mouth. The other team member would slowly pour the alginate into the cup until it covered the face inside the glass. After a few minutes, the alginate “set ups” and hardens. The cup is carefully lifted from the person laying down. At this time, plaster of paris is mixed. It is poured into the cup of alginate mold. The end result is that you have recreated your actual nose in a plaster mold. After it dries for at least 24 hours, modeling clay is then taken and a clown nose is shaped on the plaster nose. This takes several hours to smooth the clay to get it to the right shape and size. After you are satisfied with the clay sculpture, you must prepare the item for more alginate and more plaster. Another cup is cut and shaped to fit over the clay nose model. Alginate is poured into the bottom of the cup over the clay. After it sets and is released from the model, the original plaster nose is lubricated with oil. Plaster is then poured into the alginate mold. The end result is a plaster mold of the clown nose that you created. You plaster nose mold and your plaster clown nose mold should fit together. I know clowns that have sent both molds to ProKNOWS and a custom nose (one-of-a-kind) is made for you. I have also taken the plaster clown nose and painted it with several layers of latex and made my own Woochie noses. A good clown nose costs about $12-$15. If care for and cleaned it should last awhile. They do not last forever. You will know when it is time to get a new nose. An old timer always told me to put a small red circle of makeup on my nose just in case I forgot my nose or a child pulled my nose off. Both of those have happened. I’m glad that I had the red circle on my nose. It saved me some embarrassment. 
When I became the ISCA Education Director, I was given two boxes of sample ProKNOWS that contain a complete set of the different styles and sizes of noses. I will use those in ISCA training sessions. Recently, I took the noses with me to the Arab Shrine Clowns monthly meeting along with a mirror. After the meeting several clowns stayed around and tried on noses that they had never seen before. It was like watching kids in a candy store. Each clown wrote down the nose style(s) that they felt fit their clown face the best. Some styles really change the clown’s appearance. A clown usually knows when they have picked the best nose. {:o)

